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Maid.  Madam, there is no time now to think of other things.    The

bridegroom is taking his bath in the inlaid room,1 so please plait the

garland quickly.

Vasavadatta.  [Aside.]    I can think  of nothing else.    [Aloud.]    My

good girl, have you seen the bridegroom ?

Maid.  Yes, I  have seen him.    That   was through affection   for  the

princess and my own cariosity.

Vasavadatta.   What is he like ?

Maid.  Oh, madam, I tell you, I never saw any one like him.

Vasavadatta.  Well, tell me, tell me, my clear, is he handsome ?

Maid.  One might say the God of: Love himself, without the bow and

arrows.

Vasavadatta.  Thanks, that will do.

Maid.  Why do you stop me ?

Vasavadatta.  It is improper to listen to any one singing the praises of

another woman's husband.

Maid. Then please finish the garland as quickly as you can.

Vasavadatta.  I shall do it at once.    Give mo the flowers.    *

Maid.  Here they are.    Please take them.

Vasavadatta. [Turns out the basket and examines the flowers.]    What

is the name of this plant ?

Maid.  It is called ' Lords and LadiesJ.2

Vasavadatta.  [Aside.]   I must work in. lots of this for myself and

Padmavati.    [Aloud.]    What do you call this flower ?

Maid. Oh, that is ' Old Wife's Bane'?

Vasavadatta.  We needn't use that one.

Maid.  Why not 1

Vasavadatta. His wife is dead, so it wouldn't be any use,

[Enter another Maid.]

Second Maid,  Please make haste, madam.    The ladies of living lords
are conducting the bridegroom to the ladies' court.
Vasavadatta. There, it Js ready, I tell you.   Take it
First Maid. How beautiful I   Madam, I must be off.

[Exeunt the two maids.]

Vasavadatta.  She is gone.    Alas!    All is over.

My noble lord is now another's.   Heaven help me!   I'll to bed ; it may
soothe my pain, if I can sleep.    [Exit.]

>

END OF THE THIRD ACT.

1  Mani-bhumi, * inlaid floor'.                           3 Lit. * Co-wife's ruin.*

2  Lit. l Antidote to widow-hood'.